
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

Marbletown Elementary School Newsletter – June 1, 2017 

 
3rd Grade Moving Up Ceremony & World Fair 

On Thursday, June 8th, Marbletown will be hosting the 3rd Grade World Fair followed by the 3rd 
Grade Moving Up Ceremony.  

 From 9:30 – 10:30 a.m., 3rd grade families are welcome to visit classrooms to view our students’ 
World Fair projects. Each 3rd grade student has researched a country and developed a project for the 
World Fair.  Please ask your child’s teacher for details.   
 The 3rd Grade Moving Up Ceremony will take place in the gymnasium at 10:45 a.m. following the 
World Fair.  At the conclusion of the ceremony, everyone is welcome to enjoy cake provided by the PTA.  
Students will then be sent back to the class.  If you plan to take your child home after the ceremony, you 
can sign your child out in the classroom with the teacher about 10 minutes after the conclusion of the 
program.  
 Parking notes:  You can park in the bus loop, but need to wait until approximately 9:15 a.m. so 
we can get the pre-K bus and the 2nd grade field trip buses out first.    
 Thank you! We look forward to seeing you at these events!  
 

Kindergarten End of Year Ceremony 
The Kindergarten End of Year Ceremony will be held Wednesday, June 7th at 10:15 a.m. in the 

Marbletown gymnasium. We will open our doors to parents and families at 10 a.m.  At the conclusion of 
the ceremony, if you wish to take your child home, you can sign them out with the teacher in the 
classroom.   It is helpful if you let your child’s teacher and the main office know beforehand if you plan 
to sign your child out early.    

 Thank you! We look forward to seeing you at the Kindergarten End of Year Ceremony!  
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The Last Week of School 
As a reminder, the last week of school, Monday, June 19th through Thursday, June 22nd will be 

half days for students. Lunch will be served during the ½ days.  Students will be dismissed at 12:30 p.m.    
 

 
Kindergarten Program, Summer 2017 

If you are the parent of an incoming Marbletown kindergarten student, we encourage you to sign 
your child up for our FREE summer program called Jump Start.   The program runs Monday – Thursday 
from 8:30 – 11:30 AM.  Jump Start is essentially a condensed day of Kindergarten.  It enables students to 
become acclimated to our building and the Kindergarten program.  Students get to interact with 
Kindergarten teachers and make new friends.  Activities are educational and fun! 

We are planning to offer TWO two-week sessions of Jump Start.  Your child can attend Jump 
Start during ONE of the following sessions:  

Session 1:  (July 10th – 13th AND July 17th – 20th). 
OR 

Session 2: (July 31st – August 3rd AND August 7th – 10th) 
In order for us to plan, it is important that you communicate with the school before Friday, June 16th to 
tell us which session you would prefer your child to attend.    You can do so by calling the school at 687-
0284 or emailing us at mesoffice@rondout.k12.ny.us .    Please know that availability is on a first come, 
first serve basis.   

Thank you.  We look forward to working with your child this summer!  
 

 
Children’s Author David Horowitz Visit Marbletown 

 Kindergarten and first grade students welcomed children’s author, David Horowitz to 
Marbletown in May.   Mr. Horowitz is a well-known local author and illustrator.  His books include War 
and Peas, Duck Duck Moose, Twenty-six Pirates, Humpty Dumpty Climbs Again, The Ugly Pumpkin, and 
many, many more.   Mr. Horowitz conducted workshops with our kindergarten and first grade students 
where he spoke about creating and illustrating his stories.   As he spoke, he created illustrations, some of 
which are now displayed outside Ms. O’Neal’s room.   We want to thank Mr. Horowitz for visiting our 
school.  We also want to thank Mrs. LaGoy and the PTA for making the visit possible.   For more 
information about David Horowitz, visit his website at http://www.horowitzdave.com .  
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Marbletown Students Honor Our “Lunch Ladies” with a Visit from  
New York Times Best-Selling Author Jarrett Krosoczka 

Last September Superintendent Agostaro began the opening day with faculty and staff by 
showing them a TED talk video about honoring school food service workers.  The video clip was of New 
York Times best-selling children’s author/illustrator Jarrett Krosoczka (pronounced CROW-SAUCE-KAH).  
Several years ago Mr. Krosoczka visited his elementary school where he ran into his former lunch lady.   
The meeting sparked an idea for a book about a lunch lady superhero.   The idea took off and now Mr. 
Krosoczka has 10 books in his Lunch Lady graphic novel series.  He has also partnered with the School 
Nutrition Association to make every May 5th “Lunch Lady Superhero Day”, a day in which schools honor 
food service workers.   

On May 30th, Mr. Krosoczka visited our school.  It was a great day that combined our love of 
reading, writing and drawing, with our appreciation for our food service workers.  We started the day 
with a schoolwide assembly in which Mr. Krosoczka shared his story of how he became interested in 
writing and drawing.  Interestingly, it started at elementary school when he had to write and illustrate an 
original story.  At about that time, his school invited a famous children’s author, Jack Gantos, who gave 
Jarrett a little encouragement.  During our assembly, Mr. Krosoczka also encouraged our students to 
always keep giving their best effort.   He shared his story of perseverance – being turned down by 
publishing companies more than 80 times before landing a book deal.  He also spoke about his process 
for developing characters, illustrations, and story lines.  Our students really enjoyed the assembly 
because they are not only familiar with his Lunch Lady books, but also with many of Mr. Krosoczka’s 
other books and series.   

At the end of the assembly, we recognized our very own “Lunch Ladies.”   Mr. Protoss created a 
“Thank You Lunch Ladies” banner that our students signed.  Mr. Krosoczka also signed Lunch Lady books 
and the PTA purchased Lunch Lady aprons for our food service workers.    

After the assembly Mr. Krosoczka conducted a workshop for third graders about creating a 
graphic novel.  He used student ideas to create a story and illustrations for a short graphic novel.   
Afterward, Mr. Krosoczka conducted an illustration workshop for our second graders.  He taught 
students how to draw characters so that they reflect different emotions. The students had a blast and 
their drawings were fabulous.  

We want to thank Mr. Krosoczka for visiting Marbletown.   You can learn more about Jarrett 
Krosoczka and/or listen to one of his TED talks our NPR interviews by visiting his website at 
http://www.studiojjk.com .   
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Author/Illustrator David Horowitz with our Kindergarten students; A student shares his work to Mr. Krosoczka.  

 

   
Marbletown honors our “Lunch Ladies” (left); A student gets a book autographed (right). 

 

   
Students practice their illustrating skills during the second grade workshop. 


